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Atlas of Guilford Township, Hendricks County, 1878



“Of particular interest is the group of Friends who migrated from the Island of Nantucket 

(off the coast of Massachusetts) where about two-thirds of the people were Quakers. 17 This 

migration began in 1770, and ended in 1775, as the War for Independence approached. The 

threat of war with the British had something to do with their coming, for Nantucket was in 

an extremely exposed position. Perhaps a further reason was that the whaling industry 

upon which Nantucket Friends depended had declined. As Elijah Coffin put it: "The island of 

Nantucket being small, and its soil not very productive, a large number of people could not 

be supported thereon.” (Libni Coffin was the first Nantucket Friend to arrive at New 

Garden.) During a five-year period, 1770-1775, forty-three certificates for Nantucket Friends 

were received by New Garden. Included were such names as Barnard, Barney, Beard, 

Bunker, Clasby, Coffin, Coggeshall, Davis, Gardner, Gifford, Macy, Ray, Russell, Starbuck, 

Stanton, Swain, Sweet, Way and Worth.”

Hinshaw, Seth B. The Carolina Quaker experience, 1665-1985 : an interpretation. 

(Greensboro: North Carolina Friends Historical Society, 1984), 24-25.





Guilford Township, Hendricks County (1865)    /    Decatur Township, Marion County (1866)



Atlas of Hendricks County, 1878



Ancestry Background
• Samuel Starbuck was born in Clinton County, Ohio 

in 1812

• Samuel Starbuck and Rebecca Furnas (1st wife) 
move to Hendricks County in 1834 (Quaker 
records)

• Home is constructed around 1843

• Rebecca Furnas dies 1846, Samuel remarries to 
Luzena Jessup in 1848, Isaac Starbuck born 1849

• Newspaper clipping from 1898 places Samuel and 
Luzena Starbuck (Jessup)  in their same home on 
their 50th wedding anniversary before they are 
listed as “boarders” with their daughter and son-
in-law in 1900. By 1904, the property is listed as 
owned by a different Starbuck relation, and by 
1929 it had passed out of the Starbuck family. 

• Home is occupied into the 1990’s and demolished 
by 2003.
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“The home was in the country a dozen miles southwest of Indianapolis. Woodlands interspersed with fertile 

fields stretched away seemingly without end. The house was an ample and well-appointed one for those 

years. Along with a smokehouse and a springhouse it was of brick, made with clay tramped out under 

the feet of oxen. It stands in perfect condition after nearly a century. It was placed near a perpetual clear 

spring that was the stopping-and-chatting-place for neighbours for many miles around.” (Andrews et al. 

1937).

-Edwin D. Starbuck (b. 1866), 10th child of Samuel and Luzena Starbuck

Atlas of Hendricks County, 1878



Two brick kilns, Jefferson County, Tennessee. Kiln in foreground is ready to be fired and the kiln in 

the background has been fired and opened. 
(Tennessee State Library and Archives, Department of Conservation Photograph Collection, Image ID: 20421; Peres and Connatser 2008, Figure 1)



Feature 2 - Possible Brick Clamp



Feature 1

Feature 3



Feature 1, facing West (chimney to left, firebox to right)

Feature 1, facing East (firebox to left, chimney to right)



Feature 3, facing Northeast (chimney to left, firebox to right)

Feature 3, facing Southwest (firebox to left, chimney to right)



Feature 3Feature 1

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sketchfab.com/3d-models/brick-clamp-kiln-feature-3-e7f4b584e65b4578b4736d005c54980d__;!!PwxmruxY!M32qMIfZQjx4eTqpXToTv7VWDSFcSgO4d1DDiD9F0uUQ2zlzPdJPYXY9XEIC7hvaHA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sketchfab.com/3d-models/brick-clamp-kiln-feature-1-7c75ee34e9e04a6ea809bb626910d144__;!!PwxmruxY!M32qMIfZQjx4eTqpXToTv7VWDSFcSgO4d1DDiD9F0uUQ2zlzPdJPYXY9XELt8jVK9Q$


Bisection of Feature 3    Long Axis

Bisection of Feature 1 
Midsection





[From Zug, Charles 2000 Turners and Burners: 
The Folk Potters of North Carolina, pg. 201]



Greer, Georgeanna H.  1977  Groundhog Kilns-Rectangular American Kilns of the Nineteenth 

and Early Twentieth Centuries. Northeast Historical Archaeology: Vol. 66, Article 6.



Feature 1 - 3.53 m (11 ft 7 in)

~16 ft

Feature 3 – 2.72 m (8 ft 11 in)



Figure 2-27. The Teague Pottery near Robbins, Moore County [North Carolina], ca. 1930. From left to right are the sales 
cabin (a feature not seen on the older potteries), the groundhog kiln, the shop, and the mule-powered clay mill. 
Courtesy of the Teague Family [From Zug, Charles 2000 Turners and Burners: The Folk Potters of North Carolina, pg. 58]



Figure 6-5. The groundhog kiln at the pottery of Baxter N. Welch, Harper’s Crossroads, Chatham County [North 
Carolina], ca. 1900. Courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Gails Welch [From Zug, Charles 2000 Turners and Burners: The Folk Potters 
of North Carolina, pg. 172]



Jason B. Cole’s groundhog kiln, Montgomery County [North Carolina], ca. 1925. Courtesty of Walter and 
Dorothy Auman [From Zug, Charles 2000 Turners and Burners: The Folk Potters of North Carolina, pg. 203]



1850 Census
Occupation – “Potter”
Counties surrounding 
Hendricks County

22 individuals listed as 
“Potter” for occupation, none 
in Hendricks County

5 in adjacent Townships to 
Guilford Township, Hendricks 
County - the closest to the 
Starbuck farm is Wayne 
Township, Marion County

None of these 5 are listed in 
local Quaker meeting records

Samuel Starbuck is only listed 
on the Agricultural Schedules 
for the 1850-1890 Censuses, 
and not on the Manufacturing 
Schedule 





Conclusions
• Production of utilitarian redwares concurrent with consumption of fine 

ceramics – participation in local and macro economies

• Production of redwares not recorded as a major economic activity, likely only 
for consumption/use by the Starbuck farmstead, familial relations, and 
perhaps the local Quaker community

• Redware possibly being produced for local dairy farming needs

• Potter is unknown, no makers marks recorded on recovered artifacts from the 
site

• Starbuck groundhog kilns only ¼ the average size of late 19th-early 20th 
century groundhog kilns

• Groundhog kiln is evidence of the influence of southern folk pottery tradition 
on Quaker migrants to Indiana and Ohio




