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SHAARD & IHBBC Map: 
Finding Historic Structures 

in Your APE

Caitlin Lehman, Historic Structures Reviewer
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Research - Identification
Indiana Historic Sites & 

Structures Inventory

County Interim Reports

Indiana State Historic 
Architectural and 

Archaeological Research 
Database (SHAARD)
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History of the Indiana Historic Sites  & 
Structures Inventory

• Began in the late 1970s
• Generally, on a county-by-county 

basis
• All 92 counties have been surveyed
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Other Surveys & Data
• National Register of Historic 

Places
• Cemetery & Burial Ground 

Registry
• Historic Theaters
• Underground Railroad
• Jewish Heritage
• Historic Bridges
• ...more to come
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Understanding the IHSSI, Interim Reports, 
& SHAARD

• IHSSI includes properties 40+ years old at the time of the survey
• Scattered sites
• Districts  (surveyed vs. listed)
• Rating System

• NC – Non-Contributing
• C – Contributing – not individually eligible for listing on the National Register
• N – Notable – further research may reveal that the property is eligible for 

listing on the National Register
• O – Outstanding – listed or potentially eligible for listing on the National 

Register
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IHSSI Number Breakdown

First Three Numbers: County Code
Second Three Numbers: Quad Map
Last Five Numbers: 
• Township/Town/District
• Resource Number
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Indiana State Historic Architectural & 
Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD)

https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/help-for-
owners/national-and-state-registers/shaard-database/

• Anyone can access above-ground data – 
preservationists, consultants, city/county officials, 
property owners, genealogists, etc.

• Includes County Survey, Cemetery Registry, Historic 
Bridges, Theaters, & National Register of Historic 
Places listings

https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/help-for-owners/national-and-state-registers/shaard-database/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/help-for-owners/national-and-state-registers/shaard-database/
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Things to Keep in Mind
• If we find an error, we fix it. SHAARD is more up to date than the 

Interim Reports!
• Site numbers for resurveys of counties in IHSSI differ from the 

first interim report survey numbers
• With IHSSI, we still survey on a county basis but information 

gets imported into SHAARD on a township basis
• Change in Survey Methodology
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IHSSI & Changes in Methodology
Starting in 2017, the DHPA made some key changes to its electronic 
survey program. At that point, all new surveys undertaken by the DHPA 
will document Outstanding and Notable-rated properties in addition to 
every property in identified historic districts, all bridges, and all 
cemeteries.  Contributing rated resources outside of those categories will 
not be surveyed.

To date, this currently only affects Allen County. 
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Legend

Layers

Basemap 
Gallery

Coordinate 
Conversion

Add Data

Measurement

Screening

Print

IHBBC Map Tools
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IHBBC Map 
Layers & 
Legend
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IHBBC Map Tips:
• Survey Points for Morgan, Johnson, Marion, and Hancock Counties are on the IHBBC map but are not 

entered into SHAARD

• If layers are not showing, zoom in further

• A single property may have more than one survey point

• i.e. A historic bridge which is listed on the National Register may have up to 4 points for County 
Survey, National Register, Historic Bridge Survey, and Select or Non-Select Rating from the INDOT 
Historic Bridge Inventory

• Historic Districts which are surveyed and not listed can be tricky to identify on the IHBBC map
• Look for concentrated groupings of dots
• Non-contributing properties (blue points) are only surveyed in historic districts
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SHAARD Search Tips
• Use broad search terms – less specific is good!

• Check your spelling

• If you can’t locate a record, try different searches 

• i.e. Historic Name Y.M.C.A. and YMCA will not yield the same search result

• Variation in Street Abbreviations can limit searches

• i.e. When searching for a property on Bethel Avenue, try searching “Bethel,” not “Bethel 
Avenue,” “Bethel Ave.,” or “Bethel Ave”

• Street numbers may or may not be input into the SHAARD record, especially for rural addresses

• Properties may have more than one historic name, and may be surveyed under a different name 
than it is locally known

• i.e. Cornerstone Center for the Arts is surveyed as “Masonic Temple”
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Search: Address “520 East Main 
Street” in Delaware County
Result: No Records Found

Search: Address “520 Main” in 
Delaware County
Result: No Records Found

Search: Address “520” in Delaware 
County
Result: 5 records, 1 being the Masonic 
Temple at 520 E. Main Street
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Questions? 
Mapping Issues?

Found Errors?
SHAARDAdmin@dnr.IN.gov

mailto:SHAARDAdmin@dnr.IN.gov
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Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology

402 W. Washington St. Rm. 274W
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Phone: (317) 232-1646

Website: https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/

Danielle Kauffmann, Director of Engagement
(317) 232-0582 or dkauffmann@dnr.IN.gov

https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/
mailto:asthomas@dnr.in.gov

