HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT:

RISING SUNS UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD STATION
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UNDER THE RADAR
Modest size and design
3+ additions,

Addition of siding
Window maodifications

African American Samuel Barkshire
was freed from slavery in Boone
County. Kentucky in 1833. }li(z and
his family moved here in 1836. The

Barkshires defied fugitive slave laws

to provide ald and comfort to those

escaping bondage in the South. Their
Rising Sun home. just north of the

Ohilo River, became an important hub

for connecting freedom seekers to

routes of escape.

RESEARCH CHALLENGES

Secrecy
« Hard-to-find documentation
« Local knowledge essential
« Understanding of recordsin
Slave States




Samuel Barkshire -
Station master;
residence and
cooperage near
Seminary

Nancy Hawkins - Station

master,residence, also
later home of Barkshire
sons, conauctors
Theophilus Jones’
cooperage; supported
UGRR, letterin 1887
(passive assistance)
Joseph Eddington’s
business — wife Mary,
conauctors

Dr. Israel Evans’ home
agent, station master
Dr. Evans' medical
practice (view of river)

Shadrach Hathaway -
merchant, abolitionist

RISING SUN’S UGRR NETWORK
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8. Presbyterian Church—New school, passive resistance
9. Universalist Church — Abolitionists
10. Metellus Calvert —possible agent



VALUE OF SECONDARY SOURCES

| UNDERGROUND BAILROAD, |

In o ewall town in Indlann about Ofteon milos res’
7770UQ/7 Samuel Barkshire left a from tho Ohlo llue there was an extonslve undor- The B&’/’kSﬁ/f@S.é’/:)O/
.o . ground dopot, and many wers tho slaves that NQNCJ/ Hawkins

significant paper trai, none of the ascaped through {tto froodom. Searcoly s month relationship and
,0/'//77 3 f)/ SouUrce C/OCU/??@/? s passed but offers of rowards could bo scen posted . .
: ) . on tho trees and fencos. Thoy soldom had tho nvolvement in the
contirmed his UGRR involvement effect of rocovoring tho oscapod slave. Onco a run- UGRR is the main
awey had mado his way across the Ohlo and Into .
this town bo was safo from capture, though somo lopic

of them were kopt secretod for weoks beforo an op-
portunlity otrerod to pass thom along. The man.

nreaw A ha vuntavcaniie. D Saan S Affle e et e

Other secondary sources include: colorod man—a coopor—named Barkshiro,
+ Newsarticles and advertisements forory b v, bk wboad purshsed bl Detals ofseveral
e Memoir of abolitionist Laura Smith dron. Ho was alwaya well postod as to tho movo- escapes from named
. ments of runaways, and roady to ofthor hido thom 500/7@ COL//?Zj/
Havi |a ﬂd till the oxcitomont attendant upon thelr cscapo had
° C|ty directories dlodnoutlor pns; them along. Ilg was conatantlg enslavers were
on tho alort, and many & man and woman passo included
° | | through Lis hands on the way to Canada or tho
The H |Story Of Dea_rborn’ OhIO and Wostorn Reservo. 11s house was always opon ns o
Switzerland Counties sheltor 1o tho runoways. ﬂl-ﬂlﬂ?l}' holdor’a holp.

holdor's help. Hls formo.

Kins, 6 Kontuckian, rosided MTS. Huwkina
whoro ahe had romoved aftor Gisposing of nOr sen«
tucky farm. She was hils able advilsor and coad-
jutor, for nftor romoving to Indlana sho becamo a

rabld Abolitioalat, Ono day,in 1852, a great huo and

An 1887 letter to the editor from the Brooklyn Daily Fagle



PRIMARY SOURCES:

KENTUCKY
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Other Boone County, KY Sources include:

« Court records concerning enslavers and Samuel’s right to buy his freedom

« A deed of land in Boone County, purchased, then sold by Samuel

« Enslavers’ land and probate records

« (Census records

 Church records

« Tax lists for enslavers of Samuel’s family and enslavers claiming freedom seekers




PRIMARY SOURCES:

INDIANA Nancy Hawkins will, filed
in Ohio County in 1854,
shows the close
relationship between
Hawkins and the family
she formerly enslaved.
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Other primary sources in Ohio & Dearborn Counties include:
 Land purchase and mortgage of property

« Probate and court records

« Manumissions of adult enslaved people in 1838

« Manumissions of the Barkshire children in 1848

Each of the manumissions of the Barkshire

children included their exact date of birth




R AISING AWAR ENESS A Tour on

THE UNDERGROUND

THROUGH PUBLIC HISTORY RAILROAD

THE OHIO RIVER

The unassuming home on Fourth &
Poplar St. and its fascinating UGRR
ot ow G Sosm history has been featured in

Rabbit Hash to Rising Sun Bus Tour NnUMerous projects and programs: c- INDIANA HISTORY BLOG

June 20, 2019

F ™
rrers « Jours
10:00 am Traved 50 Risng Sen. Indlarn
1045 am Jane Ssophons Rabbe Hash R
- « Research databases
St
1?00 am OCHS Museern Vist and Lunch . . . The Underground Radlroad at Slavery's
1145 om Rsing Sun Walsing Tour ® D |g |‘ta | D | S p | ayS Banks: An Unlikely Alllance
200 pm Acrive In Burtinglon, Restucky

 History Conferences
« Online Blogs
« Podcasts
« News articles
« Books \\)
'\ ™ f

African Amerlcans of the
Kentucky Borderlands




"History gives answers only to those who

know how to ask questions.”
~Hajo Holborn, German-American historian (1902-1969)

THANK YOU

Contact:

Hillary Delaney

Borderlands Archive and History
Center

Boone County Public Library
Burlington, KY

(859)342-2665 ext. 8160
hdelaney@bcpl.org
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