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Early Settlement of the County
Early settlement Townsnes -
focused on the areas &
around the White
River and what is now T
Franklin and
Edinburgh.




What’s in a Name?

* According to early county
histories, Samuel Herriott
recommended Franklin as
the name

* Named after Benjamin
Franklin
(inventor, statesman,
ambassador)



Founding of Franklin

» Picture the land that
Franklin became 200 years
ago!

» George King was very
Important to the early
history of Franklin

» Purchased 160 acres of land
INn what became Franklin

» Original tract was near the
Lick and Camp Creeks




Franklin as the County seat

* King next focused his efforts on
making Franklin the county
seat

* Edinburgh was founded first
and there were also
settlements along the White

River

 Franklin’s central location and
King’s offer to donate land
secured its selection




Franklin’s Growth

* Central location, railroads, and
turnpikes made Franklin
Integral to early Johnson
county growth

* Johnson County Government
jobs grew as the courthouse
grew

* List of some jobs in Franklin in
the 1840s



Franklin Since
Founding







Transportation

3 LOLERE




Agricultural Development

* Canning capital of the
state

e Seasonal workers from
Appalachia and
Midwest

 POW workers from
Camp Atterbury

* Imported labor from
Puerto Rico, Bahamas,
and the Caribbean






The Atterbury
Affect
















THE ANCHOR STORE IN
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION

HOW HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION WORK
HAND IN HAND



W. W. AIKENS

» FOUNDED FRANKLIN EVENING STAR,
JULY 13TH , 1905

» JOHNSON COUNTY DEMOCRAT
CHAIRMAN

» FRANKLIN SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER

» CHARTER MEMBER OF DAVID BANTA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

» DIRECTOR OF FRANKLIN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

» TRUSTEE & ELDER AT FRANKLIN
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

» CHARTER MEMBER OF FRANKLIN
KIWANIS CLUB



THE A[KEN Z ARTCRAFT OPENS, NOVEMBER 15T, 1922
> SILENT MOVIE ERA INTRODUCED
YEARS, 19 > A/AUDEVILLE ACTS
1935 > HOSTS LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL PLAYS,
GRADUATIONS, AND EVENTS HOSTED



FRANK J. REMBUSCH

» INVENTED THE MIRROR SCREEN

» STARTED FRANK J. REMBUSCH ENTERTAINMENT
CO.

» OWNED THE ALHAMBRA AND OTHER INDIANA
THEATRES - ONE OF THE FIRST BUILDINGS
DESIGNED AS A MOVIE THEATRE

» ATTEMPTED TO CIRCUMVENT INDIANA “BLUE
LAWS” FOR SHOWING MOVIES ON SUNDAYS

» LEASED THE ARTCRAFT FROM AIKENS
THROUGHOUT THE 1930S AND BOUGHT IT IN 1936



» 1935 SWAMP COOLER - FIRST

ik REMBUSCH'
> SO%B‘R KIEi936_

» RENOVATED LOBBY TO
I A TIERED SMOKING

LOUNGE WITH CHROMIUM
AND LEATHER FURNITURE






TRUEMAN T. REMBUSCH

» PRESIDENT OF SYNDICATE THEATRE
INC.

» MEMBER AND PRESIDENT OF
» THEATRE OWNERS OF INDIANA

» ALLIED STATES ASSOCIATION OF
MOTION PICTURE EXHIBITORS

» NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
THEATRE OWNERS (NATO)

» MEMBER OF COUNCIL OF MOTION
PICTURE ORGANIZATIONS (COMPO)

» NOTRE DAME MAN OF THE YEAR,
1950

» INVOLVED IN MANY LAWSUITS
AGAINST FILM STUDIO MONOPOLIES,
INCLUDING A SUPREME COURT
CASE



TRUEM AN§§II\/IPLETED THE ART DECO

OVATION IN 1948 — LOBBY, NEON,
CO NTRl BLX’E«WT THE ARTCRAFT AND MANY
TMER THEATRES ACROSS THE
STATE
» ARTCRAFT ORCHESTRA PIT FILLED IN WITH
SAND
» CURVED MOVIE SCREEN AND DROP
CEILING ADDED IN 1952
» THE FIRST TELEVISION SET IN THE CITY OF
FRANKLIN WAS PLACED IN THE LOBBY SO

PATRONS COULD WATCH BETWEEN
SHOWS



| 750s
A COMMUNITY CENIER












JUNE 1972 - 1-65 INTERCHANGE OFENS [N FRANKLIN



1982/1983 = NEW COURTHOUSE ANNEA [N FRANIKLIN






SEPT 2, 1983 = FRANKLIN
HERITAGE, INC. FOUNDEDR



AUGUST 1980 INDIANAFOLIS STAR
EMPTY" DOWNIOWN FRANKLIN






s
STAFF PHOTO BY RICHARD G. BIEVER
Long, who plays the captain of the team, was on
hand to greet movie-goers and sign autographs.
Related picture, page 10.

‘HOOSIERS” CO-STAR Brad Long, a Center
srove High School graduate, wears his Hickory
{igh letterman’s jacket beneath the marquee at
he Artcraft Theatre in Franklin Friday night.

Film opens

f
to cheers

in county

By JIM JACHIMIAK
Daily Journal Staff Writer

It was only a movie, but from the
sound of the crowd it could have been
a Johnson County high school basket-
ball game.

Two theaters in the county opened

the film ‘“‘Hoosiers’ Friday night,
and if the crowd at the Artcraft Thea-
tre in Franklin was any indication,
the movie will be a hit.
% When the title appeared on the
screen during the film'’s first showing
Friday night, the crowd broke into
applause. It happened again with the
first shot of the former Nineveh
School, and throughout the basketball
footage which followed the fictional
Hickory Huskers through their state
championship season.

When the Huskers won the state
championship at the end of the
movie, the crowd in the theater
seemed as excited as the crowd in the
film.

Brad Long, the former Center
Grove High School basketball player
who starred as Buddy in *‘Hoosiers,"
was at the Artcraft signing auto-
graphs and promoting the movie.
“It’s hard to believe this all happened
over a year ago,"”’ he said before the
movie started. “‘I'm kind of scared
but I'm sure proud of it."

He also admitted to being some-
what apprehensive when he first
landed a role alongside such heavy-
weights as Gene Hackman, Dennis
Hopper and Barbara Hershey. At
first I was a little bit awed,"" he said,
“but we became just like family
They're just like everybody else.
They’re people just like us."

Long said the movie's local opening
is coming at a good time, with the
state gearing up for another season of
high school basketball. And the Art-
craft, with its neon lights and vintage
appearance, ‘‘is an excellent place to
have the' premiere,’ Long said

He also feels it is appropriate that
Johnson County is one of a handful of
places in the state where the movie is
beginning an early run. *‘I'm proud of
that,”" he said. ‘‘This is where my
roots are."

Long continued, **This will be good
for Indiana. It will put us on the map,

as if we weren't already for basket-
ball.”

The film is premiering early in In-
diana to qualify for 1986 Academy
Awards.

Bill and Sara Hashman of Green-
wood were among those who watched
the film Friday night. “I thought it
was wonderful,” Bill Hashman said
when it was over. “It brought me
back to the days when I played ball.”
During Hashman's high school days,
he played for Southport High School.

Sara Hashman said, I just en-
joyed it. It was beautiful and i was
great to have a film with so fnuch
local interest.”

Bill Winslow of Nineveh, another
Artcraft patron, watched with special
interest since his mother taught at
the Nineveh school while parts of the
film were being shot there. ‘It was a
lot like being at a ballgame,” Wins-
low said.

Donna Trout of Franklin, who was
with Winslow, called the film “‘very
suspenseful.”” She said, ‘It builds to a
great climax.”

Center Grove High School junior
Brad Butler noted that he is not a
basketball player, but a swimmer.
However, he said, he could still relate
to the movie. ‘It makes me proud to
wear this,”" he said, holding his Cen-
ter Grove letter jacket.

R.D. Hartman, Artcraft manager,
decorated the theater for the four-
week showing of ‘‘Hoosiers." He used
Hickory High School's colors, ma-
roon and gold, and his employees are
dressing in referees’ uniforms. Hart-
man will give away a Spalding bas-
ketball each week ‘‘Hoosiers' is at
the Artcraft. And he has not run out
of promotional ideas yet. Tonight, the
Chevrolet driven by Gene Hackman
in the film will be parked in front of
the theater.

Hartman said the film drew a near-
capacity crowd to the 650-seat theater
for its first showing Friday night. He
may also have sold a record amount
of popcorn, preparing roughly 50
pounds for the first show. ““That's a
whole bunch,"" he said.



MICHAEL J. REMBUSCH

» PRESIDENT OF SYNDICATE THEATRE INC.

» BUILT AND OPERATED CANARY CREEK
CINEMAS AND DRIVE IN 2000-2020 TO
PREVENT AN OUTSIDE CHAIN BUSINESS FROM
BUILDING A MULTIPLEX IN TOWN

» DONATED THE ENTIRE REMBUSCH FAMILY
AND MOVIE THEATRE HISTORY FROM 1912 TO
THE ARTCRAFT THEATRE IN 2020 INCLUDING
THE 1942 ARTCRAFT BLUEPRINTS

» GENEVA CONVENTION HALL OF FAME, 2015
» SHOWED FHI THE “"ARTCRAFT WAY"



MAY 28™, 2000

END OF AN ERA

With VHS rental stores like Blockbuster and multiplexes (movie theatres with multiple
auditoriums) becoming more prevalent, small town movie theaters went under throughout the
1990s. A large box chain planned to build a multiplex in Franklin. Mike Rembusch, Trueman's
son, decided he was not willing

to lose the theatre his

grandfather and father

operated since 1928. Mike built

Canary Creek Cineams near

US highway 31 in 1998 and

soon realized his business could

not keep up with the Artcraft

as well. In June of 2000, the

Rembusch family sold the

Artcraft to local businessman

Bob Schofield, who owned The

Willard just north of the theatre.



BOB SCHOFIELD

» OWNER OF THE WILLARD IN
DOWNTOWN FRANKLIN

» WANTED TO TRANSFORM THE
ARTCRAFT INTO A LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT VENUE

» BROUGHT IMPRESSIVE LOCAL AND
REGIONAL MUSICAL TALENT TO
FRANKLIN

» LEASED THE ARTCRAFT TO FRANKLIN
HERITAGE INC ONE THURSDAY A
MONTH FOR THEIR “"CLASSIC FILM
ON A CLASSIC SCREEN"™ EVENTS

» OPERATED SCHOFIELD'S ICE CREAM
SHOP IN THE NORTH ARTCRAFT
STOREFRONT






THE ARTCRAFT OF TODAY ALMOST BECAME A PARKING LOT
MAY 2001






“IT IS MY PROFESSIONAL
OBLIGATION TO NOTIFY
THAT THE SUPPORTING
WALL OF THE SUSPENDED
MARQUEE IS IN A
CONDITION THAT
COMPOSES A POTENTIAL
LIFE SAFETY ISSUE”

Puskas, David. Preliminary Artcraft
Engineering Study. August 5™, 2003



FRANKLIN
HERITAGE INC.

» PURCHASED THE ARTCRAFT APRIL
2004 WITH THE SUPPORT OF
MAYOR NORM BLANKENSHIP

» SAVE AN ICONIC ART DECO
MOVIE THEATRE

» THOUGHT OF DOWNTOWN AS
A SHOPPING MALL WITH THE
ARTCRAFT AS THE ANCHOR
STORE

» FHI HAD RESTORED SEVERAL
HISTORIC HOMES IN THE
COMMUNITY, THIS WAS A
HUGE LEAP OF FAITH AND THE
LARGEST PRESERVATION
PROJECT

> |F FHI DIDN'T SAVE THE
THEATRE, WE SHOULD PACK
OUR BAGS AND GO HOME AS
A PRESERVATION GROUP



“We. .. want the theaitre
to become well known as
an entertainment venue
that consistently offers an
Impressive lineup of
talent. While downtown
areas in many _
communities are dying,
Franklin has a chance to
build a vibrant
downtown. The Artcraft
mugrt”be a big part of

aft.

“Collapse shouldn't s’roTp the Artcraft’s
momentum,” Opinion, The Daily Journal,
May 39, 2001.



IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY REFAIRS

o MARQUEE WAS PULLING AWAY FROM THE FACADE
o PARTNERED WITH THE FRANKLIN REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION $150,000
o DHPA GRANI $5U,UUU
o KAWNEER $706,U0UU
o GENERATION'S $66,U0UU
o WON AN AWARD FOR HAVING THE MOST OVER-MATCH U1

o LOST POWER DURING A MU VL
o ELECTRICAL 800 AMP 3 PHASE ELECTRICAL
o EMERGENCY FUND FROM MUTUAL SAVINGS BANK $75,000
o MEN'S RESTROOMS NOT CONNECTED TO SANITARY SEWER






INDIANA MAIN STREET

o FRANKLIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATIUN

o 2004: INDIANA MAIN STREET IMEMBER
DiscoVER HISTORIC FRANKLIN

o INDIANA MAIN STREET COMMUNITY DESIGNATIUIN
o 2005: ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

o EIN # - ALL VOLUNTEERS

o 501C3 TAX EXEMPT STATUS JUNE 4, 2006

o 2006: FIRST BOARD MEMBERS: MARY BARNABY, BUZZ BAY, TRICIA BECHMAN, ANJI B )
MARTHA CLARK-PFIFER, CHRISTA HAGIST, KRISTA LINKE, LINDA NORTON, ROB SHILTS, C
WELLS, MARTY AND CAROLYN WILLIAMS

o UTILIZED THE NATIONAL MAIN STREET FOUR POINT AU c
o DOWNTOWN BROCHURES = EVERY DOWNTOWN BUSINESS LISTED
o ATTENDED MANY COMMUNITY EXCHANGES



200/
ARSEE ENGINEERS

o ENGINEERING STUDY OF THE PROFPERI
o PLAYBOOK FOR REPAIRS
o GRANT FROM DHPA $30,000 1O PA)

I \JI\N VI ULC



FHI'S PLAN









JUNE /, 2008

FLOOD OF 4ZUUo






GATEWAYS & GREENWAYS STUDY
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GROWING FPAINS
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YOUNG'S CREEK PARK (AMPRITREALER)
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MARCH 31, 2023
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TORCHFJ)RE

FILM FESTIVAL
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TorchfireFilmFestival.com



“The Artcraft iS a ECONOMIC GROWTH AND FINANCIAL HEALTH
Boosts local revenue

commun Ity Supports small businesses
treasure worth Attracts investment
saving again and
again and again.’

“Collapse shouldn’t stop the Artcraft’s
momentum,” Opinion, The Daily Journal,
May 39, 2001.

Downtown revitalization is
crucial because it rebuilds
the economic, social, and
cultural heart of a
community, turning
underutilized areas into
vibrant hubs for living,
working, and gathering.

COMMUNITY IDENTITY AND QUALITY OF LIFE
Creates gathering spaces

Preserves History

Encourages smart growth



THANK YOU!

ROB SHILTS KRISTA LINKE
ROB@FRANKLINHERITAGE.ORG KLINKE@QFRANKLIN.IN.GOV

VISIT WWW.HISTORICARTCRAFTTHEATRE.ORG VISIT WWW.FRANKLINDEVELOPMENTCORPORATION.ORG
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