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Early Settlement of the County
Early settlement 

focused on the areas 
around the White 
River and what is now 
Franklin and 
Edinburgh.



What’s in a Name?

• According to early county 
histories, Samuel Herriott
recommended Franklin as 
the name

• Named after Benjamin 
Franklin
(inventor, statesman, 
ambassador)



Founding of Franklin

 Picture the land that 

Franklin became 200 years 

ago!

 George King was very 

important to the early 

history of Franklin

 Purchased 160 acres of land 

in what became Franklin

 Original tract was near the 

Lick and Camp Creeks



Franklin as the County seat

• King next focused his efforts on 
making Franklin the county 
seat

• Edinburgh was founded first 
and there were also 
settlements along the White 
River

• Franklin’s central location and 
King’s offer to donate land 
secured its selection



Franklin’s Growth 

• Central location, railroads, and 
turnpikes made Franklin 
integral to early Johnson 
county growth

• Johnson County Government 
jobs grew as the courthouse 
grew

• List of some jobs in Franklin in 
the 1840s



Franklin Since 
Founding



Birdseye View



Transportation



Agricultural Development

• Canning capital of the 
state
• Seasonal workers from 

Appalachia and 
Midwest

• POW workers from 
Camp Atterbury

• Imported labor from 
Puerto Rico, Bahamas, 
and the Caribbean



LIFE Visits Franklin 



The Atterbury 
Affect 





Mid-Century Changes 







THE ANCHOR STORE IN 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION
HOW HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION WORK 

HAND IN HAND



W. W. AIKENS

FOUNDED FRANKLIN EVENING STAR, 

JULY 13TH , 1905 

JOHNSON COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

CHAIRMAN

FRANKLIN SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 

CHARTER MEMBER OF DAVID BANTA 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

DIRECTOR OF FRANKLIN CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 

TRUSTEE & ELDER AT FRANKLIN 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

CHARTER MEMBER OF FRANKLIN 
KIWANIS CLUB



THE AIKENS 

YEARS, 1922-

1935

➢ ARTCRAFT OPENS, NOVEMBER 1ST, 1922

➢ SILENT MOVIE ERA INTRODUCED 

➢ VAUDEVILLE ACTS 

➢ HOSTS LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL PLAYS, 

GRADUATIONS, AND EVENTS HOSTED



FRANK J. REMBUSCH

➢ INVENTED THE MIRROR SCREEN

➢ STARTED FRANK J. REMBUSCH ENTERTAINMENT 

CO.

➢ OWNED THE ALHAMBRA AND OTHER INDIANA 

THEATRES  - ONE OF THE FIRST BUILDINGS 

DESIGNED AS A MOVIE THEATRE

➢ ATTEMPTED TO CIRCUMVENT INDIANA “BLUE 

LAWS” FOR SHOWING MOVIES ON SUNDAYS 

➢ LEASED THE ARTCRAFT FROM AIKENS 

THROUGHOUT THE 1930S AND BOUGHT IT IN 1936



THE REMBUSCH 

YEARS, 1936-

2000

➢ 1935 SWAMP COOLER – FIRST 

AIR CONDITIONED BUILDING IN 
FRANKLIN

➢ SOUND “TALKIES” 

INTRODUCED, 1939

➢ RENOVATED LOBBY TO 

INCLUDE A TIERED SMOKING 
LOUNGE WITH CHROMIUM 

AND LEATHER FURNITURE 



1940

LIFE MAGAZINE VISITS 

FRANKLIN AND THE 

ARTCRAFT AS THE IDEAL 

AMERICAN TOWN
As America came out of the 

Great Depression, LIFE Magazine 

wanted to show the ideal 

American city. Life chose 

Franklin as the example of an 

unblighted city where the 
Depression appeared to be 

over. The Magazine took the 

Dunn brothers, a local farm 

family, all around Franklin, 

documenting what a Saturday 

night was like. The photo-essay, 
"A Small Town's Saturday Night" 

showcased the Dunn brothers 

watching a serial at the Artcraft.



TRUEMAN T. REMBUSCH
➢ PRESIDENT OF SYNDICATE THEATRE 

INC. 

➢ MEMBER AND PRESIDENT OF 

➢  THEATRE OWNERS OF INDIANA

➢   ALLIED STATES ASSOCIATION OF 
MOTION PICTURE EXHIBITORS

➢  NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
THEATRE OWNERS (NATO)

➢ MEMBER OF COUNCIL OF MOTION 
PICTURE ORGANIZATIONS (COMPO)

➢ NOTRE DAME MAN OF THE YEAR, 
1950

➢ INVOLVED IN MANY LAWSUITS 
AGAINST FILM STUDIO MONOPOLIES, 
INCLUDING A SUPREME COURT 
CASE



TRUEMAN’S 

CONTRIBUTION 

➢ COMPLETED THE ART DECO 

RENOVATION IN 1948 – LOBBY, NEON, 

MARQUEE AT THE ARTCRAFT AND MANY 

OF HIS OTHER THEATRES ACROSS THE 

STATE

➢ ARTCRAFT ORCHESTRA PIT FILLED IN WITH 

SAND 

➢ CURVED MOVIE SCREEN AND DROP 

CEILING ADDED IN 1952
➢ THE FIRST TELEVISION SET IN THE CITY OF 

FRANKLIN WAS PLACED IN THE LOBBY SO 

PATRONS COULD WATCH BETWEEN 

SHOWS



1950s

A COMMUNITY CENTER
The 1950s exemplified the Artcraft as the 

city’s community center. The Artcraft hosted 

events for civic groups such as the Lion’s 

and Kiwanis clubs, tuberculosis tests from the 

state board of health, benefits for the girl's 

club, as well as city-wide easter service. the 

Artcraft also sponsored a bowling team and 

supported the junior Chamber of 
Commerce by sponsoring their Turtle Derby.



The Rembusches owned more than 12 

theatres at the same time and often 

bought new seats for their biggest theatres 

and circulated the seats throughout their 

circuit. 

In the 1960s, the Artcraft auditorium 

underwent a major configuration change. 

The original two vertical aisles became one 

long horizontal row. To increase comfort 
and ease clean-up, seats were mounted 

to wooden platforms.

1960

SEATING SHAKE UP



1960s

THE FAMILY THEATRE
The Artcraft catered to families when Franklin boasted three movie theatres. The continuation 
of the family-centered entertainment at the Artcraft gave the Artcraft community support that 

many other theatres across the country lacked. Supporting family events with the Junior 

Chamber of Commerce, the Franklin Library, the Good Cheer Fund, and other local groups 

created a strong patron base. While other theatres turned to mature or violent titles, the 

Artcraft could be counted on for family entertainment.

THE DAILY JOURNAL

SUMMER READING PROGRAM PARTY 

AT THE ARTCRAFT



1970s

A DOWNTOWN PARTNER
The 1970s experienced many downtown merchants leaving for new highway and interstate 

developments. The Artcraft continued its community involvement and worked with the 

Chamber of Commerce’s Downtown Merchants group to promote businesses in downtown 
franklin. Partnerships between Franklin College, the Chamber of Commerce, and other 

community charities expanded during the 1970s.



JUNE 1972 – I-65 INTERCHANGE OPENS IN FRANKLIN

Governor Ed Whitcomb presides 

over ribbon cutting ceremonies

Eliminating long distance travelers 

through Franklin has major impact 

on downtown business



1982/1983 – NEW COURTHOUSE ANNEX IN FRANKLIN

West Court Street is mostly 

demolished to make way for a 

new Johnson County 

Courthouse Annex



“Indeed, one recent mayoral candidate promised the voters that, if elected, 

he would support the tearing down of all old buildings in franklin, in order that 

they might be replaced with modern buildings which, according to him would 

attract more shoppers.” 



SEPT 2, 1983 – FRANKLIN 

HERITAGE, INC. FOUNDED



Downtown Franklin hits an ultimate low point in the 1980’s

AUGUST 1980 INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

EMPTY” DOWNTOWN FRANKLIN



DECEMBER 31, 1984

THE POPCORN LADY RETIRES
Irene Petro ran the 

concession stand at the 

Artcraft for nearly 40 years. 

She began working with 

many of her family members 

at the Artcraft and continued 

popping popcorn for three 

generations of movie-goers. 

Affectionately known as the 

"Popcorn Lady," Irene not 

only served fresh popcorn 

but kept an eye on the many 

children who frequented the 

Artcraft while their parents 

ran errands in Franklin.



NOVEMBER, 1986

HOOSIERS
When the movie Hoosiers came to the 

Artcraft, the crowds came for a month 

long-running. The manager decorated 
the theatre in hickory colors. Staff wore 

referee uniforms while working as well. 

The scenes of Nineveh school rallied 

wide community support and cheers 

from the audience.



MICHAEL J. REMBUSCH

➢ PRESIDENT OF SYNDICATE THEATRE INC.

➢ BUILT AND OPERATED CANARY CREEK 

CINEMAS AND DRIVE IN 2000-2020 TO 

PREVENT AN OUTSIDE CHAIN BUSINESS FROM 

BUILDING A MULTIPLEX IN TOWN 

➢ DONATED THE ENTIRE REMBUSCH FAMILY 

AND MOVIE THEATRE HISTORY FROM 1912 TO 

THE ARTCRAFT THEATRE IN 2020 INCLUDING 

THE 1942 ARTCRAFT BLUEPRINTS 

➢ GENEVA CONVENTION HALL OF FAME, 2015

➢ SHOWED FHI THE “ARTCRAFT WAY” 



MAY 28TH, 2000

END OF AN ERA
With VHS rental stores like Blockbuster and multiplexes (movie theatres with multiple 

auditoriums) becoming more prevalent, small town movie theaters went under throughout the 

1990s. A large box chain planned to build a multiplex in Franklin. Mike Rembusch, Trueman's

son, decided he was not willing 

to lose the theatre his 

grandfather and father 

operated since 1928. Mike built 

Canary Creek Cineams near 
US highway 31 in 1998 and 

soon realized his business could 

not keep up with the Artcraft 

as well. In June of 2000, the 

Rembusch family sold the 
Artcraft to local businessman 

Bob Schofield, who owned The 

Willard just north of the theatre.



BOB SCHOFIELD

➢ OWNER OF THE WILLARD IN 
DOWNTOWN FRANKLIN

➢ WANTED TO TRANSFORM THE 
ARTCRAFT INTO A LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT VENUE 

➢ BROUGHT IMPRESSIVE LOCAL AND 
REGIONAL MUSICAL TALENT TO 
FRANKLIN

➢ LEASED THE ARTCRAFT TO FRANKLIN 
HERITAGE INC ONE THURSDAY A 
MONTH FOR THEIR “CLASSIC FILM 
ON A CLASSIC SCREEN” EVENTS 

➢ OPERATED SCHOFIELD’S ICE CREAM 
SHOP IN THE NORTH ARTCRAFT 
STOREFRONT



JUNE 2000 — APRIL 19, 2004

SCHOFIELD ERA
Schofield wanted to see Franklin become 
vibrant. He hoped to revive the live 

entertainment that marked the Artcraft in 

its early years. The Artcraft hosted live 

bands and uniquely, an under 21 dance 

club. During one of the dance club 

night's, the music was so loud the ceiling 

collapsed in the southwest portion of the 

theatre. The city condemned the building 

in May of 2001 until repairs addressed the 

auditorium.



THE ARTCRAFT OF TODAY ALMOST BECAME A PARKING LOT

MAY 2001 



2001

A NEW IDEA
Franklin heritage inc. (FHI), the city's historic preservation group, wanted to ensure that the 

Artcraft remained opened to the community. They began their "classic film on a classic screen" 
series to keep people in the Artcraft and provide rental money for Schofield's repairs.



IMMEDIATE 

NEEDS SURVEY
“IT IS MY PROFESSIONAL 

OBLIGATION TO NOTIFY 

THAT THE SUPPORTING 

WALL OF THE SUSPENDED 

MARQUEE IS IN A 

CONDITION THAT 

COMPOSES A POTENTIAL 

LIFE SAFETY ISSUE”

Puskas, David. Preliminary Artcraft 

Engineering Study. August 5th, 2003



FRANKLIN 

HERITAGE INC.
➢ PURCHASED THE ARTCRAFT APRIL 

2004 WITH THE SUPPORT OF 
MAYOR NORM BLANKENSHIP 

➢ SAVE AN ICONIC ART DECO 
MOVIE THEATRE

➢ THOUGHT OF DOWNTOWN AS 
A SHOPPING MALL WITH THE 
ARTCRAFT AS THE ANCHOR 
STORE 

➢ FHI HAD RESTORED SEVERAL 
HISTORIC HOMES IN THE 
COMMUNITY, THIS WAS A 
HUGE LEAP OF FAITH AND THE 
LARGEST PRESERVATION 
PROJECT

➢ IF FHI DIDN’T SAVE THE 
THEATRE, WE SHOULD PACK 
OUR BAGS AND GO HOME AS 
A PRESERVATION GROUP



“We. . . want the theatre 
to become well known as 
an entertainment venue 
that consistently offers an 
impressive lineup of 
talent. While downtown 
areas in many 
communities are dying, 
Franklin has a chance to 
build a vibrant 
downtown. The Artcraft 
must be a big part of 
that.” 

“Collapse shouldn’t stop the Artcraft’s 
momentum,” Opinion, The Daily Journal, 
May 3rd , 2001.



IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY REPAIRS

• MARQUEE WAS PULLING AWAY FROM THE FAÇADE

• PARTNERED WITH THE FRANKLIN REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION $150,000

• DHPA GRANT $50,000

• KAWNEER $98,000

• GENERATION’S $68,000 

• WON AN AWARD FOR HAVING THE MOST OVER-MATCH ON A PROJECT

• LOST POWER DURING A MOVIE

• ELECTRICAL 800 AMP 3 PHASE ELECTRICAL 

• EMERGENCY FUND FROM MUTUAL SAVINGS BANK $75,000

• MEN'S RESTROOMS NOT CONNECTED TO SANITARY SEWER



2005: HARTKORN HOUSE PURCHASED AND 
RENOVATED AS GREEN ROOM



INDIANA MAIN STREET 

• FRANKLIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION

• 2004: INDIANA MAIN STREET MEMBER

DISCOVER HISTORIC FRANKLIN

• INDIANA MAIN STREET COMMUNITY DESIGNATION

• 2005: ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

• EIN # - ALL VOLUNTEERS

• 501C3 TAX EXEMPT STATUS JUNE 4, 2006

• 2006: FIRST BOARD MEMBERS: MARY BARNABY, BUZZ BAY, TRICIA BECHMAN, ANJI BROWN, 
MARTHA CLARK-PFIFER, CHRISTA HAGIST, KRISTA LINKE, LINDA NORTON, ROB SHILTS, CRAIG

WELLS, MARTY AND CAROLYN WILLIAMS

• UTILIZED THE NATIONAL MAIN STREET FOUR POINT APPROACH

• DOWNTOWN BROCHURES – EVERY DOWNTOWN BUSINESS LISTED

• ATTENDED MANY COMMUNITY EXCHANGES



2007

ARSEE ENGINEERS

• ENGINEERING STUDY OF THE PROPERTY

• PLAYBOOK FOR REPAIRS

• GRANT FROM DHPA $30,000 TO PAY FOR STUDY



FHI’S PLAN 

2008 – 2012 FRONT FACADE PROJECT



2008 – BLADE SIGN IS REMOVED FOR RESTORATION



2008

BACKSTAGE

RESTORATION



FLOOD OF 2008

JUNE 7, 2008



GATEWAYS & GREENWAYS STUDY2009

▪ Flood Study Conclusions

▪ Redevelopment Plans

▪ Streetscape Standards

▪ Architectural Standards & Elevations

▪ Phased Gateway Improvements - 11



2009 GATEWAYS & GREENWAYS STUDY



2009

2011



• 4th Fridays on the Courthouse Lawn with Classic Car Cruise-Ins

• Board and Committee Members

2006 - 2011

The Power of Small

Main Street leaders across the country are rolling up their sleeves and engaging 

with community members to create long-term economic transformation 

through small, incremental improvements. 

One step at a time, we work together to support and grow locally-owned 

businesses, cultivate and develop entrepreneurship, and create inclusive, 

accessible communities for all. 

▸ City Staff

▸ Parks Department

▸ Community Organization Partners

▸ Local Merchants – Small Business Owners

▸ Franklin College Interns





DESIGN COMMITTEE

2 BLOCK WALKS



N. MAIN STREET 

LOOKING NORTH

2007

2014



2009 PROPOSED

2014



EAST COURT STREET

LOOKING SOUTH

2007

2015



2009

2015

EAST COURT STREET

LOOKING SOUTH



2015 2009

2015



2009

2015

FORMER GC MURPHY 

BUILDING

ELKS LODGE 1818



2009 2017



2015

2018

GARMENT FACTORY EVENT CENTER



B2S LIFE SCIENCES

2019



2013 

AUDITORIUM FLOOR REFINISHING PROJECT



2014

LOWER LOBBY VENEER INSTALLATION



2015 

REPLACED ROOF OVER THE THEATER AUDITORIUM



2015

MARQUEE RESTORATION AND UPGRADE BEGINS



2017

MARQUEE FINAL INSTALLATIONS



2015 - 2017

FRANKLIN'S BRIGHT SPOT
After tackling many of the foundation, 

roof, and unseen issues with the building, 

the marquee restoration began. The 

marquee was disassembled, sand 

blasted, rewired, and re-paneled. New 

LED light bulbs keep the Artcraft franklin's 

"bright spot" with over 1,000 light bulbs!



2016-2017

GROWING PAINS
The original swamp cooler of 1935 

began to struggle to maintain cool 

temperatures to a society accustomed 

to air conditioning. After much 
consultation a new HVAC project 

began. The swamp cooler was 

removed along with its original room 

and the furnace room. A new unit was 

retrofitted for the space with a 

condenser unit atop the theatre. 

Overcoming many engineering 

concerns, the new HVAC system install 

finished in 2017.



2017

CONCESSIONS AND LOBBY RESTORATION



2017 

FESTIVAL COUNTRY



2019 & 2020

CONCESSIONS STAND RENOVATION



MARCH 14, 2020 - APRIL 1, 2021

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

The advent of the COVID 2020 

pandemic brought new challenges to 

the Artcraft. 

Unable to safely host crowds, the 

theatre shut down completely until July 

3rd. Increased cases caused the 

Christmas season shut down as well.

Throughout this time Artcraft staff and 

volunteers operated the theatre for 

small rentals following state guidelines. 

The Artcraft re-opened in April of 2021 
for its normal movie schedule.



2020

CURBSIDE POPCORN SALES DURING SHUTDOWN



MAY 2021

YOUNG’S CREEK PARK (AMPHITHEATER)



2022

100TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY



JANUARY 2023

ENTRANCE REVAMP
The terrazzo stoop inside the 

entrance of the Artcraft used 

to host carpet but was 

removed in the early 2000s. The 

remaining stoop covered the 

tile pattern and created an 

uneven floor. The removal of 

the terrazzo and installment of 

the original style of tiles 

completed the concession 

stand renovation.



MARCH 31, 2023

TORNADO AND SILVER LININGS

A tornado struck Franklin and 

nearby Whiteland, causing 
major damage to the Artcraft's 

marquee and fly-loft. 

Closed for a month for 

immediate repairs, the Artcraft 

embarked on completing not 

only storm damages but other 

routine maintenance that 

necessitated scaffolding. 

Tuckpointing ensures the 
integrity of the building for the 

building's next century.



2025 ONWARDS

STAGE RESTORATION

After decades of use, the original 
wooden grid of the Artcraft cannot 

support additional weight. Supporting 

steel beams will be installed to support 

additional curtains and to raise and 

lower the screen. Floor coverings will 

protect the original flooring while 

allowing new use of the space. The 

Johnson County Community Foundation 

generously provided a matching grant 

to provide for safety lighting and 
engage an architecture firm to evaluate 

the stage and capacity of the 

auditorium.



WHAT WE DO NOW
CLASSIC FILM SERIES

AUTHOR EVENTS

FILM FESTIVALS

SPONSORSHIP PARTY

HISTORIC HOME TOUR

GARDEN TOUR

PRIVATE EVENTS

DANCING WITH THE

JOHNSON COUNTY STARS

MISSOULA CHILDRENS

THEATER

BINGO

COOKING SCHOOL

KNIT AT NIGHT

FIELD TRIPS

SENIOR MOVIE SERIES

LIVE EVENTS



“The Artcraft is a 

community 

treasure worth 

saving again and 

again and again.”

“Collapse shouldn’t stop the Artcraft’s 
momentum,” Opinion, The Daily Journal, 
May 3rd , 2001.

Downtown revitalization is 

crucial because it rebuilds 

the economic, social, and 

cultural heart of a 
community, turning 
underutilized areas into 

vibrant hubs for living, 

working, and gathering.

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND FINANCIAL HEALTH

 Boosts local revenue

 Supports small businesses

 Attracts investment

COMMUNITY IDENTITY AND QUALITY OF LIFE
 Creates gathering spaces

 Preserves History

 Encourages smart growth



THANK YOU!

ROB@FRANKLINHERITAGE.ORG

VISIT WWW.HISTORICARTCRAFTTHEATRE.ORG 

KRISTA LINKE

KLINKE@FRANKLIN.IN.GOV

VISIT WWW.FRANKLINDEVELOPMENTCORPORATION.ORG 

ROB SHILTS
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