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SHAARD: State Historic Architectural and Archaeological Research Database

IHBBC Map: Indiana Historic Buildings, Bridges, and Cemeteries Map
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What data is in SHAARD?

Structural Surveys
• Historic Theater Initiative
• Indiana Historic Sites & Structures Inventory 

(County Survey)
• Indiana Cemetery & Burial Ground Registry
• Historic Bridges
• National Register of Historic Places

Restricted (Qualified Archaeologists):Publicly Accessible Data:

Accidental Discoveries

Archaeology Records
• Archaeological Sites
• Archaeological Reports
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SHAARD and IHBBC Map:
Structural Surveys
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What’s New in SHAARD / IHBBC? (for above-ground) 

• SHAARD: No more clicking through tabs in SHAARD records (one continuous page 
with buttons linking to sections)

• IHBBC: Can search for address or find address using the Coordinate Tool

• IHBBC: Near Me tool (APE Buffer) can now pick up National Register Historic 
Districts

• IHBBC: Can use an uploaded shapefile, CSV, KML, GeoJSON, or GPX file (or a 
selected datapoint) to collect data using the Near Me tool (APE Buffer)
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in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/
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Maximizing Results from SHAARD and the IHBBC Map

70 E. Monroe St.

Franklin, Johnson County

Franklin City Hall

• Has it been picked up in the Johnson 

County Survey?

• Is it listed in the National Register?

I want to know:
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Based upon my search, I didn’t find it in the National 
Register database. Let’s try IHSSI (County Survey)….
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Well, I tried. Guess that means the Franklin City Hall is not historic. 
Let’s check one more thing before I give up.
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Where did I go wrong?

• The information I input to SHAARD was too specific.

• The Historic Name of the resource (Hite and Clark Building) in the record was different 
than the current name (Franklin City Hall).

• The name of the district the resource is listed under is not the same as the resource itself.

• The address of the site when surveyed (East Court Street) was different from the address 
I searched for that is currently associated with the building (70 E. Monroe St).

• Even if I knew this, I might have not yielded the wanted results. 
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• Use broad search terms – less specific is good!

• If you can’t locate a record, try different searches 

• i.e. Historic Name Y.M.C.A. and YMCA will not yield the same search result

• Variation in Street Abbreviations can limit searches

• i.e. When searching for a property on Bethel Avenue, try searching “Bethel,” not “Bethel 
Avenue,” “Bethel Ave.,” or “Bethel Ave”

• Street numbers may or may not be input into the SHAARD record, especially for rural 
addresses

• Properties may have more than one historic name, and may be surveyed under a different name 
than it is locally known

SHAARD Search Tips
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Does the information I found through 

searching on the IHBBC Map tell me the 

whole story? 

From the data I found through searching on the IHBBC map, I know:

• Franklin City Hall was historically named the Hite and Clark Building;

• It was surveyed as a Non-Contributing resource in 1985;

• It is located in the Franklin Commercial Historic District, which was listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1989.

(NO)
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According to the 
National Register of 
Historic Places 
nomination (1989), 
the building at 71 E. 
Court St. contributes 
to the Franklin 
Commercial Historic 
District. 
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Recommended Sequence for Above-Ground Historic 

Property Identification

1. Start with the IHBBC Map

2. If resources are present, click into the SHAARD link from the map to view additional 
information (this is a “print” of SHAARD record) 

3. Visit the SHAARD record through guest login to view pdfs and attachments associated 
with the record (National Register nominations; maps showing surveyed district 
boundaries; additional photos, etc.) - these are not available via the SHAARD link from 
the IHBBC Map. 
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FIND MY LOCATION

PREVIOUS EXTENT

NEXT EXTENT

DEFAULT MAP VIEW

ZOOM OUT

ZOOM IN
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https://www.indianamap.org/

• National Register of 
Historic Places IDNR 2022

• HistoricStructures RO

• IDNR Historic Bridges

• IDNR Surveyed 
Historic Sites and 
Structures

• IDNR Cemetery Sites

Search “Historic”
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What information did the Near Me (APE Buffer) tool pull within the 100-ft 
radius buffer? 
- (1) National Register Historic District 
- (1) National Register Site
- (46) County Survey Sites

- Includes (1) county survey site associated with the above NR Site
- Includes (15) county survey sites associated with the above NR 

Historic District
- Lists out every county survey site that were surveyed as part of a 

district

What did it not include?
- Survey points mapped just outside of the buffer (even if resource is within)
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• When using the screening tool, keep in mind:

• Within districts (surveyed or listed), it will list out every surveyed site in the 
buffer, not that there is a district itself – requires some further analysis

• Check the edges of your buffer – your APE may overlap with a surveyed 
property, but the plotted point might be just outside of the buffer where this 
tool doesn’t pick it up
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SHAARD and Archaeology Map:
Archaeological Records
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• https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-
preservation/qualified-professionals/ 

• Submit completed form via mail or email: 
DHPA@dnr.IN.gov 

• Must meet Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Precontact or Historic 
Archaeology to be eligible for a SHAARD 
Account

https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/qualified-professionals/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/qualified-professionals/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/qualified-professionals/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/qualified-professionals/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/qualified-professionals/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic-preservation/qualified-professionals/
mailto:DHPA@dnr.IN.gov
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on.IN.gov/SHAARD

• QP Archaeologists with an 
active subscription will receive 
login through Access Indiana.

• $1,000 for 1st user from CRM 
firm; $500 for each 
subsequent user

• Send questions/updates to 
SHAARDAdmin@dnr.IN.gov 

on.in.gov/shaard
mailto:SHAARDAdmin@dnr.IN.gov
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Access Indiana https://www.in.gov/access/getting-started 

• SHAARD Accounts now tied to Access Indiana

• One Account – One Email with Multi-Factor 
Authentication

• Use above link to learn about how to sign up 
for an account, reset your password, or 
update information

• Access Indiana email MUST match the email 
in your SHAARD profile (ie: work email). If 
they are different – the accounts won’t link.

• DHPA can no longer reset passwords 
manually, must go through Access Indiana

https://www.in.gov/access/getting-started
https://www.in.gov/access/getting-started
https://www.in.gov/access/getting-started
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Archaeology Overview

• Keep in mind that SHAARD represents 
the evolution of recording 
archaeological data in Indiana. 

• SHAARD search tools are limited by 
the original information and any errors 
that are introduced by digitizing 
records or QP archaeologists

• While it may seem old school with 
GPS/GIS, the foundation for finding 
information is the Public Land Survey 
System (PlSS) or Section -Township 
and Range, Civil Township, and Quad.

• Older records (ones transferred from 
paper) have more complete 
information. Electronic SHAARD forms 
can be submitted with some bare 
bones information. 

• Encourage users to fill out the majority 
of data fields.

• If you find errors, please let us know.
• Especially before you submit a project.
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Map link will sent to QPs. It is not posted on our website.
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• Site no.
• Format is important; Co abbreviation and 4 

numbers that includes leading zeros is 
applicable

• Can search a batch using part of a site no; Al-
003

• Site name
• Not a great tool

• Site type
• If you want a less common type, useful but 

not helpful for lithic scatters
• Cultural Period, Culture, General Artifact Class

• Incomplete in most records, so use with 
caution

• County
• If project near County line, make sure your 

search buffer includes the entire APE.
• Legal Township (visible after County selected)
• Quad Name (visible after County selected)
• Section, Township and Range

• All useful, but there are sometimes errors; N 
missing on Township or space between 
number and letter

• Make sure your search buffer includes entire APE.
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• Report Number
• Useful if you know that information, but oftentimes 

you don’t
• Report Title

• Best if you use a few key words
• Titles are often shortened or abbreviated

• Short Report box - Likely not helpful
• Report Type

• Can be useful if looking for a specific Phase Ic, II, or III 
project

• Author
• Recommend just use last name. 

• Institution
• Can be tricky since abbreviations often used. 

• County
• Legal Township (visible after County selected)
• Quad Name (visible after County selected), USGS 1:24,000 

series
• Section, Township and Range

• All useful, but there are sometimes errors; N missing 
on Township or space between number and letter

• Make sure your search buffer includes entire APE.
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What to do when there is no report in 
SHAARD?
• Search again using more generalized 

information. Take out Township.
• Check who identified the site and try 

a search by author.
• Search the project (bridge) in project 

title.
• Check date the site was recorded. 

Early survey records will not have an 
associated report.

Do a thorough search and move on.
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Entering Archaeological Data

Recommend entering site forms before reports
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• Site number obtained from DHPA staff. 
Format should be Aa-00xxx (County 
abbreviation-site number with any 
leading zeros). 

• For resurveys, and extension of _R# is 
given so the map will pull the correct 
site form. If you are unsure of the _R#, 
please coordinate with DHPA staff. 
Typically, you can do a search of 
SHAARD to determine.

• For project name, overly long project 
titles will cause issues with saving the 
record so shorten to a relevant title.

• Complete County, Legal Township, and 
Quad Name. Multiple counties, 
townships and quads can be added. 
Make sure you click Save Geographic 
Info. 
• Make sure you click Save 

Geographic Info.
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• You must add PLSS info, so click 
Add Quarter Section. Click Save 
Quarter Section once 
completed. Please add in this 
format, “21” “11N” “4E”
• If you don’t fill these out 

and staff don’t catch it, 
then you may not find this 
report when you do a 
records check search.

• We appreciate the inclusion of 
UTM coordinates (NAD 83). 
Click Save Coordinate once 
completed. Caveat some of the 
older forms use NAD 27.
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• Natural Region (Homoya) and 
Topography required

• Soils, Watershed, distance to 
water are not as important 
anymore with GIS
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• Ownership information not 
required, but federal or state 
ownership can change what 
laws are applicable.
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• Form Completed By is a 
required field.

• If person completing form is 
not the PI or Field Director, 
click Add Investigator, to 
complete the name of the 
field director/supervisor. Click 
Save Investigator.
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• There are no required fields, 
but we appreciate Project 
Type, Cultural Periods, and Site 
Types  be completed.
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• Not required but we 
appreciate General Artifact 
Class and Location of 
Collections be completed.
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• Not required but we 
appreciate Methods and 
Transect Intervals be 
completed.
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• Not required but we 
appreciate Visibility be 
completed.

• Check Subsurface 
Exploration if appropriate
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• Screen only opens if 
Subsurface Exploration 
checked.

• Please check 
method(s) used and 
complete Intervals and 
Screening
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• No required fields, 
but can check NRHP 
Eligibility and IRHSS 
Eligibility
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• Not required, but please 
complete Significance 
Remarks
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• Attach any 
relevant photos 
or site maps.

• Do not attach the 
archaeology 
report.

• Either Save or 
Submit
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Site Form Tips
• Remember to shorten the 

project name
• Remember to fully 

complete location info:
• County, Township, 

Quad, Section, 
Township and Range

• Remember to click the 
Save button in the 
different sections

• Individual attachments 
cannot be larger than 20 
MB. Multiple attachments 
are allowed.
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Entering Archaeological Data
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• Select the County/Counties 
where the project was conducted 
from the dropdown and click 
Create Report Record. The AR# 
will reflect the first county 
alphabetically.
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• Report Number and Report Date are 
auto populated.

• Overly long Report Titles will cause 
issues with saving the record so 
shorten to a relevant title.

• DHPA Number if this is an addendum 
or another phase of a project 
previously submitted to DHPA

• Plan Number if the work was done 
under an approved Permit 
(Monitoring, Phase Ib and above or 
State Property)

• Report Type
• Check Short Report box is using 

short form and no sites
• If it is Short Report with site 

forms, select that from the 
dropdown list

• Work plans can go under 
Research Documents
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• Fill in either Hectare or Acres and 
the other will populate. We report 
this information annually to the NPS 
so it is important to capture.

• To fill in Township and Quad, click 
Edit and make selections from 
dropdown. If multi county, township 
or Quad, click on Add County, Legal 
Township, Quad Name. Make sure to 
click the Save button.

• Please add PLSS info for Section, 
Township and Range. Make sure you 
click Save. Please add in this format, 
“21” “11N” “4E”.
• If multiple sections, please click 

the Add button until all are 
complete.

• If you don’t fill these out and 
staff don’t catch it, then you 
may not find this report when 
you do a records check search.
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• If sites were identified, add 
associated site forms.

• Site forms need to be entered 
before this can be done.

• If you have multiple 
consecutive sites, you can 
search part of the site number 
to obtain a list instead of doing 
individual searches; 12-H-130_
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• Add all authors and 
affiliation.

• Attach the Archaeology 
Report and any other 
documentation (maps)

• Either Save or Submit
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Queue
• View if you saved a record 

and did not directly hit 
submit

• Edits can still be made
• Once submitted, records 

move from QP queue to 
DHPA Review queue.
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Report Tips
• Remember to shorten 

the report title
• Remember to fully 

complete location info:
• County, Township, 

Quad, Section, 
Township and Range

• Remember to click the 
Save button in the 
different sections

• Individual attachments 
cannot be larger than 20 
MB. Multiple 
attachments are allowed.

Confirmation Screen
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Archaeology Recap

• If you find errors, please let us know.

• Especially before you submit a project.

• The foundation for finding information and submitting information is the Public Land 
Survey System (PLSS) or Section,  Township and Range, Civil Township, and Quad.
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Questions?

Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology

402 W. Washington St., Room W274
Indianapolis, IN 

46204-2739
317/232-1646

On.IN.gov/dhpa
facebook.com/INdhpa
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