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Hamilton County Parks and Recreation would 
like to acknowledge that lands currently 
managed and owned by Hamilton County 
Parks and Recreation are not only the 
ancestral homelands to people belonging to 
the Miami, Wea, Lenape, Potawatomi, 
Kickapoo, Shawnee, and other indigenous 
peoples and groups, but also continue to be 
important landscapes and spaces to 
indigenous peoples today. We acknowledge 
the forced removal of many indigenous 
peoples and celebrate their efforts to reclaim, 
strengthen, and build community. It is the 
hope of Hamilton County Parks and Recreation 
that we cultivate compassion and respect of 
contemporary and historical indigenous 
lifeways and that the lands currently in our 
care are spaces that feel welcome to all 
indigenous people. We are especially grateful 
for the continued interest and guidance from 
Tribal Nations such as the Miami Tribe of 
Oklahoma.



Why Do People Visit Archaeological Heritage Sites?

Cliff Palace, Mesa Verde photo taken 2026 



 Deeper sense of their own place in 
time/history

 Learn about past cultures 

 Understand the bigger picture 

 Seeing the actual space/landscape 
allows for a multi sensory 
connection to the past and to an 
understanding of contemporary 
cultures

 Learning about the everyday 
lifeways of “ordinary” people – 
ones left out of the history books

And Also:

 Some people have no idea why 
they are there  

 Some visit misguided reasons, i.e. 
looking other worldly connections

Possible Reasons

Canyons of the Ancients National Monument, photo taken 2026



In addition to managing 
archaeological sites, I also 
travel to archaeological 
heritage sites. Throughout 
the years, I have shared this 
love with my family.

Bandelier National Monument, photo take 2023



ARE WE GOING TO 
LOOK AT ANOTHER 

PILE OF DIRT?

Yes, yes, we are!

Monks Mound, Cahokia photo taken 2006



Some Archaeological Sites I Have Visited with Family 

• Moundville

• Serpent Mound

• Grave Creek Mound

• Fort Ancient

• Hopewell

• Seip 

• Octagon 

• Great Circle

• Hopeton 

• Cahokia

• Angel Mounds

• Mounds State Park 

• Lamanai 

• Mesa Verde 

• Lowry Ruins 

• Jamestown 
Rediscovery

• Monticello

• Bandelier 

• Fort Walton Mound

• Colonial 
Michilimackinac

• Gills Rock 

• Marco Gonzalez Maya 
Archaeological Reserve 

• Ketapithacanuk

• And More!

Bandelier National Monument, photo taken 2023



Not all sites are easy to get to; in fact, most aren’t. 
Often you must make effort to visit them 

Maro Gonzalez Archaeological Reserve, photos take 2025



Some People are Just There for the 
Party!



Archaeological site 
tourism is part of a 
broader context 

We all have the similar 
types of visitors

They visit for similar 
although varied reasons

We even have the 
partiers.  

Each year, millions of travelers visit America’s 
historic places. The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation defines heritage tourism as 
“traveling to experience the places, artifacts, 
and activities that authentically represent the 
stories and people of the past and present.” 

https://www.achp.gov/heritage_tourism

Lamanai Archaeological Park, photo taken 2025



STRAWTOWN KOTEEWI 
PARK 

“Very interesting display of Native American housing. Expected a mound.”
4 stars – Google review



• Park now totals 810 acres, making it the 
largest park in the county

• 400 acres of restored prairie

• Museum Center
   Taylor Center of Natural History

• 10 miles of multipurpose trails

• Adventure area, which includes archery, 
guided horseback trail rides, an ariel ropes 
course and a snow tubing hill

• Recreational lake

• Historic barn built in 1898

• White River Campground

• 3 historic steel truss bridges



• 810 acres

• 136 archaeological 
sites

• 2 villages sites

• 4 Sites National 
Register



1866

1941



1880

1937

1930



CONNECTING WITH 
VISITORS

It is So Much More Than a Pile of Dirt



INTERPRETING 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SITES 
With Archaeological Data



The Artifacts Help Share the Story



Plants and Plant 
Domestication



The Story of Things That Don’t Preserve



The Story of Migration and Change



An ecosystem that has remained similar and of animals that 
once called this place.

Northern Harrier



KOTEEWI TRACE
Bringing the Archaeology Above Ground







Mock Archaeological Excavation
Learn about the science and methodology of archaeology



WHOSE HERITAGE ARE 
WE SHARING?

STRAWTOWN KOTEEWI PARK HAS MEANING FOR SO MANY PEOPLE
THESE SITES BECOME PART OF THE LOCAL FABRIC EVEN SPINNING INTO MYTHOLOGY



An Important Place for So Many

Local People - Early histories 
of Strawtown Cloe Morris 

School Children Hamilton County, In Archaeologists

Park Depatment
Odd associations – giants, 

Vikings, “other worldly 
alignments,” even bigfoot

Others who just enjoy the 
beautiful landscape – 

birders, hikers, horse back 
riders, river explorers, native 
plant people, nature lovers, 

etc. the list goes one

I would say the park has meaning for all of these groups, but it is not their heritage we are sharing 



The Heritage we are Sharing Belongs to 
the Indigenous People Living Today



“Nothing About Us Without Us”

Build Tribal 
Relationships

Program with Native 
American Partners

Reach out to local 
Federally Recognized 

tribal groups 

Be patient – they are 
busy! It is your project 

and your timeline. They 
are juggling a lot.

We might be the 
landowners, or the 
caretakers of the 

artifacts, but it’s a 
partnership

This Takes Time 



MULTIPLE WAYS TO ENGAGE THE PUBLIC
Multiple Ways to Learn



Visit the Actual Site
Monthly Tours
Every Field Trip



Monthly 
Tours

•Second Saturday of 
Each Month

•Fourth Sunday of 
Each Month 



Field Trip 
Stations 

34

•The Science of Archaeology
Details in 
the Dirt

•How the White River was 
utilized by past residences

River 
Resources

•Hands on spear with an atlatlAtlatl

•Pottery uses, construction, and 
interpretation

Pottery 
Puzzle

•Learn about plants of the prairie 
and how they were used

Nature 
Hike

•Artifacts and stories relating to 
turtles  Turtle Talk



Programs 
36



Happy 10th Birthday, Koteewi Trace!



Thank You!

Christy Brocken

Historic Resource Manager

Hamilton County Parks and Recreation

Christy.brocken@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

317-922-6316

mailto:Christy.brocken@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
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Exhibits in Barracks
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